	AspectWriting Paragraphs and Essays about Literature
Marking Grid

	Not Yet Within Expectations
	Meeting Expectations
(Minimal Level)
	Fully Meets Expectations
	Exceeds Expectations

	Comprehension / Meaning
· Character analysis
· Interpretation of theme (author’s message)
· Explain your opinion on the text
· Use of quotations
· Use of examples from text

	· Tries to summarize text but not always correct.
· Does not mention the author’s message/theme
· Makes comments about the text that do not make sense and that there is no proof for.
· Ideas are hard to understand

	· Describes the physical qualities of the characters
· Mostly summarizes the text.
· Tries to explain a simple theme of the text
· Ideas are sometimes hard to understand

	· Half summarizes and half analyzes the text.
· Analyzes Characters not simply describe what they look like. (round/flat/dynamic/static)
· Provide some quotations and examples as proof of your ideas.
· Ideas are fully developed and well explained 
· Setting and mood are described

	· Does not summarize the text instead analyzes text
· Analyzes Characters not simply describe what they look like. (round/flat/dynamic/static)
· Show understanding of character’s motivations
· Show deep understanding of author’s message (theme).  Relate it to the world around us and to the story.
· Explain your opinion (relate the story to your life, the world, other texts)
· Ideas are fully developed, well explained, and show maturity and originality. 
· Setting and mood are described and writer explains why they are important to work.

	Conventions & Style

· Grammar 
· Spelling
· Sentence types 
	· A lot of grammar mistakes
· Writing is hard to understand.
· Inappropriate words
· A lot of slang
· Simple words used a lot
· Often uses “I” statements such as I think that…
	· Some grammar mistakes that are quite noticeable to the reader
· Mostly short sentences are used
· Writing is pretty clear to understand.  
· Straightforward words are used.
· Some inappropriate words are used.
· Uses “I” statements such as I think that…
	· May include some grammar mistakes but they are not serious
· Writing is easy to understand.
· Different sentence types are used. 
· Student tries to use more interesting and descriptive words. 
	· Very few grammar mistakes
· Writing is very easy to understand. 
· Interesting and descriptive words are used.
· Different sentence types are used. 
· Uses the literary present tense.


	Form

· Topic Sentence 
· Concluding Sentence
· Examples
· Thesis Statement
· Paragraph Organization

	·  Topic sentence is missing
· Concluding sentence is missing
· Opinions are stated but no examples are given to support them
· No thesis statement
· Paragraphs contain many different ideas. 
	· Topic sentence explains the main idea of the paragraph.
· Concluding sentence repeats, mostly word for word, the topic sentence.
· Opinions are stated and general examples are given. 
· Thesis statement is general and disorganized.

	· Topic sentence includes author’s name, title of work, main idea of paragraph
· Concluding sentence restates the topic sentence without repeating many of the same words. 
· Opinions are stated and specific examples/quotes are given. 
· Thesis statement is well organized.  
	· Topic sentence includes author’s name, title of work, main idea of paragraph. 
· Concluding sentence restates topic sentence in new words.  
· Opinions are stated and specific examples/quotes are given, are well integrated into the paragraph, and are relevant.  
· Clear and well organized thesis statement
· Paragraphs contain one main idea and examples to support idea.  



